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‘education, this, fact sheet provides an overview of the financial aid.

, System and- a. brief discussion ofathe var ing roles’ and
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cof- proV1d1ng aid to disabled students. Topics include the various .
- types: of financial a1d the" techn1cal words and. phrases. used to

‘d1scuss it; and the process used in its disbursement. Part1cu1ar :
‘attention is given to those- expenses which are cons1dered ]
d1sab1l1ty—related and suggéstions are made’ about ways in wh1ch -some
of those expenses may ‘be met. There follows a br1e£ ‘description of¢
-the /Vocational Rehabilitation Agency, the services it may prov1de,
and the interaction between the state Vocational Rehabilitation ..
program and the financial aid office of a postsecondary 1nst1tut1on.
E;nally, suggest1ons are offered “about’ other poss1bll1t1es for
£1nanC1al ass1stance. (LH) : _
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ngher Educahon and the Handncapped Resource Center —a natlonal cleannghouse on postsecondary
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FACT SHEET FINANCIALAID AND
DISABLED STUDENTS

'RESOURCE -~
LCENTER -

_ :educatlon for'disabled people . One Dupont Clrcle, N W Washmgton,D C 202/83314707 (Vonce/TTY) . i

PPN T 4ER A St E g 20

My e tor

e

v Educatlon beyond ’hlgh school in the Umted States
" is optional but has becomie a necessary investmentin

future employment and life satisfaction for many .

‘people. Most, however, can't afford this investment
without 3ome monetary ass1§tance to meet the cost

*"of postsecondary educatlon vaer the years public

. ang private sources of money. ‘have been developed

specifically for. education to provide that help. Asin- -

creasing, but limited, amounts of money have become

available, ‘a’fairly standardized method of determin-

.ing eligibility has evolved to promote equitable dis-
bursement of student. fmancnal aid. This process is
known as the financial aid system.

" The financial‘aid system is based upon a partner-

. ship between the .student, _parents, postsecondary'
educational institution,. state and federal govern-

. ment and. often private_resources. For the disabled -

Student the partnershxp may be extended tginclude a
Vncahqnal Rehabilitation "Agency -and the Social

- Security - Administration. Such .'apartnershlp re: .
nderstanding by"
each of his respdnsxblhtles w1thm the fmancxal aid’

uires cooperation of all and an

_ proress " : ok
‘Obtaining flnancxal ald can be a complex process.

 Lawsare frequently amended andeligibility require-.~ '

menls. policy; and disburseiment: of governmeital
funds continually'change. As the cost of higher edu-

'vcatlon rises, ‘knowledge of . financial aid becomes
imperative for all: involved. This fact sheet aims to =
provide an ovéerview of the financial aid system and"

" a brief discussion of the varymg roles and responsx-

N bilities of those who play a significant part in the
- process of providing aid to disabled students. The.
HEATH/Closer Look staff - has - prepared it as a_

resource for the student, parent, and any advisor

‘'who may assnst~d1§abled students regarding fman--

" cial assistance. for postsecondary education. .

The dlscussmn~below covers the vdrlous types of
* financial aid, the techmcal words and phrases. used.”.
- todisciiss it, and the process involvedin its dlsburse- ST
.. ment, Particular attention is given to those expenses. PRI
a which: are considered dnsabxhty related and'sugges~
o tlons are made about ways in whxch some of those C

¢

. \. } .

 WHATIS FINANCIAL Alb? L

o _® Guaranteed Student Loans (GSL)...:.
- ,'All of these | programs are hased upon fmancml need ;

g Apro)ectfmdedbytheUS.Deparmnto]Eduoahon BTSSR I

1

.expenses may be met. There follows a brlef descnp- .
tion of Vocational Rehabilitation Agencles, the ser- - -~
vices. that they may provide, and the interaction~

between the state VR agency and the Fmancnal Aid .
Office of a postsecondary- mstltutmn Finally, “sug-

. gestions are offered about other posslblhtles for. -
- 'fmancml aSslstance. -

.\__

Flnanclal Ald is a system of economic ass1st“ance 3_ .

to help 1nd1v1duals meet thejr educational expenses

_'when their own resources are not sufficient. A stus
< dent'who beheves that his own and family resources .
- . are nol adequate to pay for educational and ancillary

- cosls should ‘apply for financial . aid. through the- -
_ Financial Aid Office, of the -institution he plans to
~ aitend, Three-lypes of aid are available: - - R
1. Grants—Gifts and scholarshxps whlch do not . .

have to be repaid, -

" costs, whlch
' - interest) overa speclﬁed period of time. "

" 4 3. Work—Employment which enables a student o

- to earn'a portion of school costs. L

The Federal Governmeng contributes to all three" )
types of student financial aid. They are explained,in
'a booklet called Five Federal” Financial Aid Pro-

groms, 1981-82: A’ Student Consumer’s Guide, One *
- ~.or more copies of this booklet may be obtained by o
- writing: BE.O.G.-Box 84, Washmgton. DC 20044 0r - -

_callmg (202) 472-5080°0r (800) 638-6700. The pro- .-
grams -described in the beoklet include: : RN

. ® Pell Grants (formerly known as the BEOG or'fi =

" basic Educational Opportunity Grants)

e Supplemental E:djxcatlonal Opportumtyhf‘i""

. Grants (SEOG)
. ‘o CoHege Work-Study (CW-S) - :
"e.National Direct Student Loans (NDSL)

of the student ‘ T

N R

2. Loans—Money borrowed to cover school"_ e
must be repaid-(usually .with.. - -




- WHAT IS FINANICAL NEED? )

The Financial Need of the student is the difference between the student 5. o
~educational expenses and the amount of mohey the family is expected to con- - -

' ent. flnandtal aid pa(;kages

tultlon Thus rl ostudent :
-may. be‘of'l’ered two différ- -

if he applles Yo twy differ-:

. tribute. The formula to determlne flnan\mal need is the followlng S e 0 ent schools It ni?ay pay. mx‘-,‘ o
~ . — — \. ; i —-—— " .'shop ‘around, hut the stu-
. Expenses_ RS L) Family Contribut‘ionk (=) -Financial Need . ~ dent should look at' more’
S _$-. TR ‘ 8 o ‘ $. ' ‘than the tolal dollars of-
-Tuiti(]m.fees. bOOlI;s anél. Amount family and/or Mnybemet by fmanclal fered ‘to him: he should - L
supplies, room, boar student is expected to' | . aid package R L
’ transportatlon. person- contrlbute toward t'nst_' = - look- at the’ ‘COST of at

~al.expenses, child care,

of _education (summer

e e — —1 . | veterans benefits, so- |
: » . L cial security beoefits,

expensep’related to dis-'|

L ablllty RN from income or assets,

welfare. elc.)

“What expenses: are.considered drsabxhty related?””

"} savings. contribution:

'Some expenses may not be consxderedm the determmmtlon of fmancm] need. See subheddlng )

" tending each mstntut;on '

e - 1t is extremely lmportant" a
: o for the student to examine

- more . than. the finanical

v ‘aid offered when deter-

1o : . mining the educational in--

" stitution that he plans to- =

< ., attend. Thereis no guar-

a oo
WHATTS FAMlLY CONTRIBUTION?. -
The family- contrlbutlon is the arhount of money
" the family of.a student -is expected to contribute

toward the student’s. college expenses. The famlly
contrlbutlon is.determined’by an assessment of the

flnanmal situation -of the student which takes var-

_ious family configurations and expenses into consid-

"eration. This information is provided by the student’s’
- - family on a standardized needs analysis form such -
o ,as Financial:Aid Form (FAF, published by College

Scholarshlp Service, Box 2700, Princeton, New Jer-
" sey 08541) or the Family Financial Statement-(FFS,

_ published by Amerlcan College Testing, Student’

' Need Analysns Service, P.Q. Box 1000, Iowa City,
. lowa 52243). Each'institution specifies which formris

requmed or may provxde its own form. These forms -
_.are ‘available from high school counselors as well as.
Financial -Aid Offxces 1n colleges to whlch one

mlght apply
)
WHAT IS A FINANCIAL&AID PACKAGE?

, . The Fln.ln( ial Aid Pnt‘kage is a comblnatlon of
v fln.mrldl aid’ resources put together by the college
Flndnrml Aid admlnlstratnr~and esigned to meet a

" “student’s individual financialneed. Twoexamples of
proyldlng for a student’s unmet need of $QOOO are: -

< $1600 PEll Grdnl o ‘31.)()() l’l‘,ll Graot -

The amdunt and types o-f asslstance in a package
depend on t}ie student's need, avallablllty of funds at

=¢ . 500 SEOG 1000 GSL . .
: _ 900 CW-S “$00 scholarship [rumn pnl. .
53000 - 8300() v.ﬂe source .

- the 1nst1tutlon and funds avallable outslde the insti- N

) antee that any one insti-

tution will be able to

meet the total tﬁnan( ml need of a student dls-v
_abled or not. e - : . .

Sy

- B

-~ WHAT EXPENSES ARE consmenso o
DISABILITY RELATED? v

_The dlsabled student is often faced with addmonal
expenses not. incurred by | the nondisabled student
" These may lnclude y -
- e specia} equipment related to the dlsablllty. '
- ‘and llé maintenance.
- e expen of services for readers mterpreters.
: notetakers. or personal attendant care. ‘
) transportatlon ‘neécessary to pursue an aca- .
" demic program. X,
+ e medical expenses relatlng dlrectly to'the indi-
~vidual’s d1sab|hty that are not covered by

Students should arrange to provnde the Fmancnal -
‘Aid administrator with_documentation of any dis- -
- ability-related:expense which would be required to
insure attainment of the student’s educational goal
Depending upon the institution, documentation may
be slmply 4 writlen statement of explanatlon by the

student or an official statement by a doctoror Voca- VU

tional Rehablhtatlon counselor. To be certain, the"-
student should check with the Flnanrlal Aid Offxce A
- . Sume of the special equnpment and support ser- -
. vices may be already available at the postsecondary
: 'lnstltutxon ‘through’ public"and private éommunity
. ‘organizations, the state Vocational Rehabilition
.- Agency, nnnrgamzatlons of and for disabled people

Porsnnnel 504 . Coordlnator. or Disabled -Student
. Office. Probablyt emost valuable resourcetoanewu
} sludent is the net,work of dlsabled students already

‘insurance. - : e T

~The student should check with the Student Services . U L



&
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K any special equipment or Services through- the instis
"~ tution or- elsewhere it.is- strll Jmperative that the
- student let the Fmancral Ajd- offlcer know of any

!
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on campus Drsabled students who have had slmllar
experiences and similar needs ‘are [ikely to havé

practlcal advise and low cost solutions fo’ problems S

that disabled students: freQuently me’etq :
" Regardless of whether the student is ‘able to obtain

“expenses | he will need. Such 1;;format10n inay beim-.,
~ portant in the determmatlon*oﬁ the student s flnan-

.

‘ c1al need. . . o ®

HOW DOES VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION
FIT INTO THE FINANCIAL AID PROCESS?

Assrstance to disabled students is.often prov1ded
by state Vocational Rehabilitation Agencies.In some

‘states there are two agencies: a general agency and .
- one for blind persons only. In 6ther states, there is .
* one agency°to serve all disability populations, in- "

-cluding the bhnd State Vépétronal Rehabilitation
Agency titles vary from state to state, and thus may

~ be hard to locate in the telephone d1rectory Youmay

Tequest a State ngher Educatjon Agency list, for
" your state from, the" HEA’I’H Resource Center or
“contact a state educatlori“ageney .ok _Governor's

Committee on Employmént. of «the Handicapped " :
for’ the teleplrone numher a?nd address of ‘your local ,

agency

"The local Vocatlonal Rehablhtatlon Agency Has

Vocdhonal Rehabilitation counselors who can help a
disabled:person determine eligibility for assistance.

‘The VR programiis &n eligibility, program, rather -
than an entitlement program. To be eligible for ser- -

vices, a handlcapped individual must have a d1sabll-
ity wh1ch is a.substantial handicap to employment:

and: he must have potentlal far employmen} as a

result of reha.blhtdtmn services. The primary goal of
a counselor is 16 make his client employable. there-
l'ore. the counselor may look closely at a student’s

educational plans in t,erms ‘of job potential. While .

mltml.counselmg and evaluation are open to all, the
rounselor may etermine that a client is not eligible
for other.services based on State Agency pohc;es

~ governing economic need,. order of selection, and
c other policies of the agency oo :
Among the services thatmay be provided by Voca-.

‘tional Rehabilitation Agencles are (and these may

* vary from state to state]:

@ Tuition expenses; ' :
. Reader services for blmd and learmng dgs-
. abled persons and interpreter services for deaf

persons; 1nd1v1dually-prescr1bed aids and de-.

vices, which-are authorized in: advance in"an

individualized written rehabilitation program

(IWRP) developed ]omtly by the chent and the

counselor. ) . ‘ R

: , 20 e
SPEIIRE P

. Telecommumoatlons sensory. and othertech-w

o n;)loglral aids and dev1ces. : s T

L3

_ mpped 1nd1v1dual emplayable. - %
The above 'items may be’ sub]ect to a test: of a

: ,chents .ability to pay or to the’ use of funds from,

- another social 'service agency before g commltment:-

(4

.' fIS~THERE coonomA‘nou BETWEEN THE
NOCATIONAL REHABILITATION AGENCIES:
. ’AND THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICES? -

- of what the otheris domg The process is ot a simple

~and, if funds allow, the-student’s ‘award may - bg. o

*. of VR funds is made. Students are. encouraged to'
- apply for grants and other’ ‘aids first so that’VR
monies w1ll be avarlable for chents w1th the most*~
T _servere d1sab1ht1es A x :

N

N

W1th1n the last few years most states have deve-

» loped working agreements between ‘'state Financial
- Aid adm1n1strators and Vocat1
-, #dministrators. "THese agreéments, while not legally- .
- -binding, allo‘w for a toordinated effort in providing -
; . funds for dlsabled students: The agreement, ormem- *:
orandum of understand1ng. establishes the processa . :
ndary educational 1nst1tu-7. W
determining .- the aid t6 be
granted to the VR client/student: Through informa”

al Rehabxhtatlon"

VR ‘agency and posts
tion should ‘follow. i

tion exchange. forms the two'offices are kept abreast

one; it takes time and a constant determined effort by
both offices and the’ ‘student. Often a students aid

package is calculated and recalculated "according fo '

any new information prov1ded by either office.,

The disabled’ student’s best bet, in the quest for .
Iananmal asslstance is 16 go as early as possible to . -
‘both the VR agency ) “where the student.\s aclient and * . '

the Financial Aid Office of ‘the institution “that the

student plans to attend s0-as to be sureto.meet any .
. deadhnes The mstltutlon 'will determine_ the stu-

‘dent’s ehglblhty for student financial assistance and- .
offer a “minimum f1nal award;” Meanwhile VR willt- -
-also » determine the student’s extra neéds asrelatedto”
‘his handlcap and, if- possible, award funds. What-
ever is not covered by-the VR Agencyban be’ recalcu- a

lated by the institution into the student s expenses

3 e
& ’Other goods’ and seryices; to render a hand1- .

. '-‘ ’-.‘“ RTINS

.

increased. it shiould be noted that even withexcellente 'l -

C rooperatlon between the Financial. Aid officer and: -

‘the, Vocational Rehabrhtatlon counselor. there stlll
may be rema1n1ng need S

0
o B

' ARE THERE OTHER POSSlBLE SOURCES ©

-FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE? N
.-State Programs R

A

' b Most states now haveﬂsome form ofstudent assis-
ldnce These programs vary by state and so no ‘spe-. :
~gific reference can be glven Students should cont‘act‘_ o

'y i} . _~".:..- o
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", cial @aid pragram. 7T,

R he Divisior of Poliay and Pro’
";v_'",_-. “grain Developgent. in the Office of Student Figancial

" . Assisiance in :the Department of ;Education, 400.. -

Maryland. Ave:, S-W. Washington/ DC 20202 can
.., “provide the studént with a directoryof §tate grant -
' and loan agenciest UL e

U . g N

<, B T e T e
B R Do
'f-A,vé'f‘iély'nf. unique situations may make astudent - -

- théil"‘.‘.h‘igh"'srg‘ﬂ"bbl cuunselnr ‘or college Fmanr‘mlAld“

@

T .‘v'.:{"-f':""'_glfigible—foi' private scholarships. Such scholarships ., -

. majnbe researched by using the piblic library-There -

are” also 'some very good books which can.be pur-

"« chased or borrowed containing information -and.. .
- hdvice-about scholarships and other findncial assis-* -
' fance., See tHe, 3¢companying fact sheet: “.Fi_nanefal e

.- 'Aid-Resources for Cgll'egé Education.” - - .-

i . ™~

K A

"7 . Clubsor Quota International are often good sources ' -

. for.possible funds, equipment or services.
...+t may also be worthwhile for the student to inves-
. " tigale any local disability organizations such as the
. .4 . ... Nationa} Federatign
"L socialion (to na\_meiorilx.'h'_fé;:v];v,' T

3 . . . .
| N £
I A L g,

_;’Subplémentél“Sequl_'ify,~!hépine_ RN N

i ; :_. Supplemental ,Sizt:y.rit, Income (SSI) is a Federal |-
program set up lo provide finapcial assistance to thef -
> _ Taged, blind and disabled who havelittle ernoincome -
"+ " _ynd resources. The amount of SSI ‘payment is de}

&7 L, perident upnn_'l}ieincnme'andre'sqm'.cestpfthe‘clien.

= .. (Ifihe §tudent is under 18, the pareni’s income:an
"+~ " resoutces; will.be included:)  The student should he :
o, - aware thal work étudy’ earnings may affect S$I1

. benefits. If lh'e,Shciél"S,ecgrvily:;’-Adminisgr_eilinn ap-".
" - provés a Plan for Self Support, the studeni-would be

N

-7 able t.sei aside income and resources thaf‘are bejng -
- €47 used.for, self-support (including special ‘serviceg or-

' equipment) sp as fio} lo ‘decrease his SSI Benefits.
- Plans for Self 'Siipport can he'developed by Vpca-

o, ctional jlﬁhabi_fi(aliori-'c'o_u_qselhrs. public or prijvate
-~ +socgal agencies or groups; anyone assisting th stl1- -

.+ .4, -“dient or the sluden himself. For more jnformation .

o v - b

W high s selor or | i =¥ from their rSocial.*‘SéouritY"Trlis‘t‘._Fuhﬂ.ihroug
- administrator for infirmation on the student finan-.

. Talent Search and Educational R

e
i . . ]
U ' e
° o - B
y
G et 3 .. o i
- . . - ’

the periodof disability. If the pagen}s’(}f‘.l_lie‘d,i'sa led"

~:dtudent have fited for Social Security orif aparentis. .- =

deceased, the student may qualify for SSDL. Ifjthe "~ " - "
: }é)i‘kéd ‘himself he also 1may file: For. " BARERS

further”inform¥tion on the student provisions,and -

- student ‘has

“eligibility requirgments ‘of - the SSDI program, con-.,
~-tatt the Social Security Administratin..

‘WHAT ARE SOME OTHER ] = "
INFORMATION SOURCES? _ - :

."Opportunity Centers -

. The .-'I.‘;!le;iv:tA ‘YS.‘e.e’lr‘;v:hfand Educ‘aii_(ihé_l Oppértqmty : B
‘Centers are federally 'funded;'pmgi'am‘s*lockat' d at .
various sites across+the country—some are‘f_a‘up%l]'t of i

R e N 9%, oo U a postsecondary, jnstitution .and- some have
% "."Local service organizations, such as the Lions © c e ‘ )

established‘as part of a priyate or public-drganiza-

tiofi. These programs were set up toproyvideco nsel--

*ing to disadvantaged and disabled students: One of

. .ihe responsibilities of the program is to help place

B of the Blind, United Cerebral
Pz_lls'yAssociatinn;,fand,A[exanderv-Gra_llarg._Bellf:Pgs-_\ :

studénts and sometimes: help to negotiate fin

: . Sedorchuk, Chief Information Systems and Pf@gram

v

»" shopper” “will have familiarity with financial, aid -

e N - : : P 4

regarding SS1and {he Plan‘for Self Support cpntact - :

e

"Suppor! Branch/DSS, Department of Education..

©_'ROB-3, Rm'3319 C; 74h and D Streets, SW{ Wash- . g"

- ¢luding those with disabilities, is the Finagcial' Aid T

;uimin_isnal'or,al}lhe"cnllegeS'befng'(:nnSid red: The .7
" Finaneial- Aid. administrator has been .lyained ‘0.
'undel}#il_ml”and ‘explain - 1o “inquirers thg complex -

“* Federalid programs; In addition, Lhe Fingncial Aid -,

- -a(ministrator will be farfiiliar with local /state; and -~ -

other private sources of scholarships. A'sfudenl‘may' RS

“shop”.at several colleges in this manner. ‘A “sthart

“programs in general so- the- limited time of the

. Finantial ‘Aid Officer can _3l)e,u‘s)‘egl"ef‘jci'_enl'ly and .- E
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